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A rallying cry on behalf of a distinctly American institution of higher
learning—the small liberal arts college—America Goes to College
combines broad-based scholarship with personal narrative and
reflection. In a highly entertaining manner, John E. Seery showcases the
precarious successes of a well-rounded liberal arts college education,
while at the same time signaling some of the dangers that loom on the
horizon. Seery contends that the liberal arts are best pursued within the
face-to-face interactive setting, characteristic of the small college
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classroom, as opposed to the large university lecture hall. Moreover
and more provocatively, he identifies political theorists as the proper
custodians and practitioners of the liberal arts tradition as it unfolds
today. It is the unfettered freedom of the small liberal arts college,
where vision and practice can actually coincide, that makes it the
embodiment of the advantages of the American higher education
system—a national treasure deserving of support.
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The five-volume proceedings set LNAI 15281-15285, constitutes the
refereed proceedings of the 21st Pacific Rim International Conference
on Artificial Intelligence, PRICAI 2024, held in Kyoto, Japan, in
November 18–24, 2024. The 145 full papers and 35 short papers
included in this book were carefully reviewed and selected from 543
submissions. The papers are organized in the following topical
sections: Part I: Machine Learning, Deep Learning Part II: Deep Learning,
Federated Learning, Generative AI, Natural Language Processing, Large
Language Models, Part III: Large Language Models, Computer Vision
Part IV: Computer Vision, Autonomous Driving, Agents and Multiagent
Systems, Knowledge Graphs, Speech Processing, Optimization Part V:
Optimization, General Applications, Medical Applications, Theoretical
Foundations of AI.


