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The tone of the debates among Caplin, Hepokoski, and Webster (in the
form of comments on each author''s essay and then responses to the
comments), though tactful, is obliquely blunt and tendentious; like the
best of tennis pros, each author strives to serve an ace and defends the
net against a passing shot (with Caplin, the ace is for formal function;
with Hepokoski for Sonata Theory and dialogic form; with Webster for
multivalent analysis). But we can trust that this provocative exchange
will thoroughly invigorate discussions about classical form and
encourage diverse approaches to its analys


