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Born in Lincolnton, North Carolina, in 1837, Stephen Dodson Ramseur
rose meteorically through the military ranks. Graduating from West
Point in 1860, he joined the Confederate army as a captain. By the time
of his death near the end of the war at the Battle of Cedar Creek, he
had attained the rank of major general in the Army of Northern
Virginia. He excelled in every assignment and was involved as a senior
officer in many of the war's most important conflicts east of the
Appalachians. Ramseur's letters--over 180 of which are collected and
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