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Open house: rethinking the "public" museum -- Vital objects: how to
keep museum exhibits alive -- Partisans reviewed: the problematic
ethics of multi-perspectival exhibitions -- Caring for the dead: small-
scale philanthropy and its motivations -- Choosing clutter: curiosity
and the history of museums -- Other worlds: the distinct traits of
micromuseums.

How would our understanding of museums change if we used the
Vintage Wireless Museum or the Museum of Witchcraft as examples -
rather than the British Museum or the Louvre? Although there are
thousands of small, independent, single-subject museums in the UK,
Europe and North America, the field of museum studies remains
focused almost exclusively on major institutions.In this ground-
breaking new book, Fiona Candlin reveals how micromuseums
challenge preconceived ideas about what museums are and how they
operate. Based on extensive fieldwork and analysis of more than fifty
micromuseums, she shows how they offer dramatically different
models of curation, interpretation and visitor experience, and how their
analysis generates new perspectives on subjects such as display,
objects, collections, architecture, and the public sphere. The first-ever
book dedicated to the subject, Micromuseology provides a platform for



radically rethinking key debates within museum studies. Destined to
transform the field, it is essential reading for students and researchers
in museum studies, anthropology, material culture studies, and visual
culture.



