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The company owned the houses. It owned the stores. It provided
medical and governmental services. It provided practically all the jobs.
Gary, West Virginia, a coal mining town in the southern part of the
state, was a creation of U.S. Steel. And while the workers were not
formally bound to the company, their fortunes-like that of their
community-were inextricably tied to the success of U.S. Steel.Gary
developed in the early twentieth century as U.S. Steel sought a new
supply of raw material for its industrial operations. The rich
Pocahontas coal field in remote southern We
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Concerned with traditional power imbalances between researchers and
participants, contemporary social science has begun using collaborative
research as an empowering methodology that involves participants in
key decisions. Collaborative research is a potentially revolutionary
method for studying people and their cultures, but does it work in
practice? Staging Strife looks at the limits of this methodology by



examining a politically charged theatre performance undertaken with a
group of Roma women in Poland.



