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Reading Shakespeare Historically is a passionate, provocative book by
one of the most renowned and popular Renaissance scholars writing
today. Charting ten years of critical development, these challenging,
witty essays shed new light on Renaissance studies. It also raises
intriguing questions about how the culture and history of the past
illuminates the key social and political issues of today. Lisa Jardine re-
reads Renaissance drama in its historical and cultural context, from
laws of defamation in Othello to the competing loyalties of
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