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Focusing primarily on the close study of literary works presented in the
broad cultural and historical context, Jacob's Ladder discusses the
reflection of kabbalistic allegory in Russian literature and provides a
detailed analysis of the evolution of the perception of Kabbalah in
Russian consciousness. Aptekman investigates the questions of when,
how and why Kabbalah has been used in Russian literary texts from
Pre-Romanticism to Modernism and what particular role it played in the
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larger context of the Russian literary tradition. The correct
understanding of this liaison helps the reader to clarify many enigmatic
images in Russian literary works of the last two centuries and to
understand the roots of a particular cultural falsification that played an
important role in the anti-Semitic mythology of the twentieth century.
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This volume is an investigation and classification of dialects along the
Wu and Jiang-Hwai Mandarin border in China's eastern Yangtze Valley.
It is the first monograph-length study to critically question the
traditional single criterion of initial voicing for the classification of Wu
dialects and propose a comprehensive comparative framework as a
more successful alternative. Arguing that dialect affiliation is best
determined through analysis of dialect correspondence to common
phonological systems, the author develops a taxonomic analysis that
definitively distinguishes Common Northern Wu and


