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A comprehensive review of dryland climates and their relationship to
the physical environment, hydrology, and inhabitants. Chapters are
divided into five major sections on background meteorology and
climatology; the nature of dryland climates in relation to precipitation
and hydrology; the climatology and climate dynamics of the major
dryland regions on each continent; and life and change in the world's
drylands. It includes key topics such as vegetation, geomorphology,
desertification, micro-habitats, and adaptation to dryland
environments. This interdisciplinary volume provides an extensive
review of the primary literature (covering nearly 2000 references) and
the conventional and satellite datasets that form key research tools for
dryland climatology. lllustrated with over 300 author photographs, it
presents a unique view of dryland climates for a broad spectrum of
researchers, environmental professionals and advanced students in
climatology, meteorology, geography, environment science, earth
system science, ecology, hydrology and geomorphology.



