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Has the imperial presidency returned? The New Imperial Presidency
suggests that the Congressional framework meant to guide and
constrain presidential behavior has slowly eroded over the decades
since Watergate. Author Andrew Rudalevige describes the evolution of
executive power in our separated system of governance. Rudalevige
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discusses the abuse of power that prompted what he calls the
resurgence regime against the imperial presidency, and inquires as to
how and why, over the three decades that followed Watergate,
presidents regained their standing. The New Imperial Presidency shows
that presidents have always tried to interpret Constitutional powers
broadly. Ambitious executives can choose from an array of actions that
push against congressional power and, finding insufficient resistance,
expand the scope of presidential power.


