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The goal of Reasonably Simple Economics is, not surprisingly, simple:
to help us think like economists. When we do, so much of the world
that seemed mysterious or baffling  becomes more clear and
understandable—improving our lives and providing new tools to
succeed in business and career. In a chatty style, economist Evan
Osborne explains the economic foundations behind the things we read
about or see in the news everyday: Why prices for goods and services
are what they are How government spending, regulation, and taxation
can both hinder and help the economy Why and how some people get
fabulously rich How entrepreneurs reorganize society beneficially Why
markets sometimes fail and when or if governments should intervene
when they do How economics and statistics can explain such things as
discrimination in hiring and providing services (and why discriminators
are shooting themselves in the foot), why we’re smarter than we’ve ever
been, and how technology makes the idea of Earth’s “carrying capacity”
meaningless Along the way, you will learn the basic concepts of
economics that well-educated citizens in democratic countries should
know, like scarcity, opportunity cost, supply and demand, all the
different ways economies are "managed," and more. In the manner of
The Armchair Economist, The Undercover Economist, or Naked
Economics, Osborne uses current examples to illustrate the principles
that underlie tragedies like the Greek economy or the global market
meltdown of 2008, and triumphs like the continuing dominance of
Silicon Valley in the tech world or why New York City markets are
stuffed with goods despite the difficulty in getting them there. As
Osborne points out, the future, in economic terms, has always been
better than the past, and he shows you how to use that knowledge to
improve your life both intellectually and materially.
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David Satter arrived in the Soviet Union in June, 1976 as the
correspondent of the Financial Times of London and entered a country
that was a giant theater of the absurd. After 1982, he was banned from
the Soviet Union but allowed back in 1990, and finally expelled in 2013
on the grounds that the secret police regarded his presence as
“undesirable.” From 1976 to the present, he saw four different Russias,
which differed from each other radically while remaining essentially the
same. From 1976 to 1982, the Soviet Union was at the height of its
world power and its people were in thrall to an absurd ideology. With
the advent of Gorbachev’s perestroika, the Soviet population was
liberated from the ideology and the state hurtled to its inevitable
collapse. When independent Russia emerged from the wreckage, the
failure to replace the missing ideology with genuine moral values led to
Russia’s complete criminalization.  The articles in this unique collection
are a chronicle of Russia from the day David Satter arrived in the Soviet
Union until the present. Emigres from the states of the former Soviet
Union often despair of their inability to convey the true character of
their experiences to the West. Penetrating the veil of Russian
mystification requires effort and the ability to understand that seeing is
not always believing. The Russians have created an entire false world
for our benefit. This collection reflects David Satter’s 40-year attempt
to see them as they are.


