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The ten papers in this volume focus on Subject and Theme. Theme
began its life as a semantic notion in the work of Vilem Mathesius,
while Subject has traditionally been seen as just a syntactic entity. More
recently two related perspectives on these concepts have attracted
linguists' attention: the formal criteria for their recognition and the
relations between the two concepts. Using the systemic functional
model as their point of departure, the papers in the present volume
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consider the two notions in a wider context by relating them to the
interpersonal and textual metafunctions of language.
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Introduction -- Arcimboldo's Lombard origins -- Arcimboldo from

1562: the creation of composite heads -- Learning, poetry, and art --
Serious jokes -- Natural philosophy, natural history, and nature
painting -- Nature studies -- Arcimboldo and the origins of still life --
Arcimboldo's paradoxical paintings and the origins of still life --
Conclusion: Arcimboldo in the history of art -- Appendix 1.
Arcimboldo, the Facchini, and popular culture -- Appendix 2.
Arcimboldo and Meda at Monza -- Appendix 3. Concordance of
Arcimboldo images from the Aldrovandi letter, Bologna -- Dresden
Kupferstich-kabinett ca 213, Vienna (cod. min. 42) and the 'museum’ of
Rudolf Il (cod min. 129 and 130).

In Giuseppe Arcimboldo's most famous paintings, grapes, fish, and
even the beaks of birds form human hair. A pear stands in for a man's
chin. Citrus fruits sprout from a tree trunk that doubles as a neck. All
sorts of natural phenomena come together on canvas and panel to



assemble the strange heads and faces that constitute one of
Renaissance art's most striking oeuvres. The first major study in a
generation of the artist behind these remarkable paintings, Arcimboldo
tells the singular story of their creation. Drawing on his thirty-five-
year engagement with



