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The Compatibility Gene takes readers on a global journey of discovery
spanning 60 years, involving scores of scientists, and encompassing
the history of transplants and immunology. That journey has revealed
astonishing links between who we are as individuals and our never-
ceasing struggle to survive disease. Most of the 25,000 genes we
possess are the same for all of us. Compatibility genes are those that
vary most from person to person and give each of us a unique
molecular signature. These genes determine both the extent to which
we are susceptible to a vast range of illnesses and the differ
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