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Chapter 1 Introduction: theory and planning research -- Chapter 2
Governmental Models: the hope of rational public administration --
Chapter 3 Rational Choice Perspectives: self-interest and decision-
making -- Chapter 4 The Influence of New Institutionalism: how culture
shapes planning -- Chapter 5 Governance Theory: stakeholders,
networks and collaboration -- Chapter 6 Urban Politics: conflict, power
and justice -- Chapter 7 Political Economy: crisis and response --
Chapter 8 Discourse, Knowledge and Governmentality: the influence of
Foucault -- Chapter 9 Relational Approaches: assemblages, materiality
and power -- Chapter 10 Conclusion: on doing planning research.

'In this informative and innovative approach to research, Yvonne Rydin
draws on the relationship between how we think about the world
(theory) and how we study it (research) to provide a valuable guide to
negotiating the knowledge-based world of planning. This is a
wonderfully useful book: well-organized, clearly presented, and



essential reading for students and faculty alike. Theory in Planning
Research fills a gap in planning education that few knew even existed.'
-Bob Beauregard, Emeritus Professor of Urban Planning at Columbia
GSAPP, USA 'The past couple of decades have witnessed a proliferation
in critical and explanatory theories around planning stimulated by a
desire to understand the complexities and challenges we face. Yvonne
Rydin not only maps this terrain but provides a vital guide for students
and practitioners to link and ground their research to theory. This is a
book for everybody who is involved in research and planning.' -
Professor Phil Allmendinger, University of Cambridge, UK 'This book is
a valuable and timely contribution to planning education and research.
The book directly addresses one of the biggest challenges of planning
education-the unwillingness of students to engage in planning theory.
Rydin provides a clear justification for the value of theory in planning
research and provides an overview of some of the main theoretical
approaches used in contemporary planning research. Importantly,
Rydin successfully presents planning theory in an accessible way. The
book reveals that theory is not something to be feared by students, but
something which can illuminate planning research and practice. This
book will become an important resource for students and supervisors
alike.' -Associate Professor Kristian Ruming, Macquarie University,
Australia 'If there was ever any doubt about the utility of planning
theory in planning education and research, this book certainly helps to
overcome it. Written in an accessible and engaging way, the book
brings together summaries of key theoretical perspectives with
examples of how these are applied by scholars in researching cases of
planning practice. This rich repository of theoretically-informed case
studies will undoubtedly become a major reference for many planning
educators and a recommended reading in planning theory and
dissertation courses.' -Professor Simin Davoudi, Newcastle University,
UK.
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Political theorists typically define political action in terms of rational
potential rather than conflict, and for this reason neglect the partisan
nature of political experience. This volume redresses this neglect,
focusing on the interrelated questions of whether the task of political



theory is to find some means of containing partisan politics and
whether political theory is itself separate from partisan politics



