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Immense changes have come about in both North Carolina and the
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South more broadly in the last half century. Both the state and the
region as a whole experienced rapid economic growth in the second
half of the twentieth century, and living standards for the vast majority
of the population in the South improved dramatically. By the mid-
1980s, sufficient time had elapsed so that the South's postwar
economic record could be placed in a broader and more balanced
historical context, a task that seemed particularly important because
signs of economic distress had begun to surface in both the state an


