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Culture is studied in this collection, not merely as a set of products, but
in terms of the involvement of individuals and groups in the making
and using of such products. A wide range of activities, from the reading
and writing of poetry to watching soccer on television, is surveyed by
an international group of scholars from diverse disciplines: cultural
history, literary studies, sociology. Topics include the social distribution
of cultural activities, populism and elitism in modern aesthetics, the
nature of cultural competence and the channels through which it is
acquired, the impact of electronic media on traditional modes of
culturalinvolvement, the role of public institutions such as churches,
schools, and libraries in stimulating participation, and the relationship
between cultural participation and socialization.



