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The sharp increase in debt in the Caribbean since the mid-1990s has
focused attention on the conduct of fiscal policy in the region. This
paper aims to diagnose how fiscal policy has behaved during this
period by looking at three main cycles of the economy: the business,
election, and natural disaster cycles. Our main findings suggest that
fiscal policy has been mostly procyclical in the region, while disasters
have been heavily "insured" by foreign transfers. The "when it rains, it
pours" phenomena suggested by Kaminsky, Reinhart and Vegh (2004)
seems to take place in the Caribbean.
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The Turtles of Mexico is the first comprehensive guide to the biology,
ecology, evolution, and distribution of more than fifty freshwater and
terrestrial turtle taxa found in Mexico. Legler and Vogt draw on more
than fifty years of fieldwork to elucidate the natural history of these
species. The volume includes an extensive introduction to turtle
anatomy, taxonomy, phylogeny, biogeography, and physiology. A key
to the turtles of Mexico is included along with individual species
accounts featuring geographic distribution maps and detailed color
illustrations. Specific topics discussed for each species include habitat,
diet, feeding behavior, reproduction, predators, parasites, growth and
ontogeny, sexual dimorphism, growth rings, economic use,
conservation, legal protection, and taxonomic studies. This book is a
complete reference for scientists, conservationists, and professional
and amateur enthusiasts who wish to study Mexican turtles.
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