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At the core of this nuanced book is the question that ecocritics have
been debating for decades: what is the relationship between aesthetics
and activism, between art and community? By using a pastoral lens to
examine ten fictional narratives that chronicle the dialogue between
human culture and nonhuman nature on the Great Plains, Matthew
Cella explores literary treatments of a succession of abrupt cultural
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transitions from the Euroamerican conquest of the "Indian wilderness"
in the nineteenth century to the Buffalo Commons phenomenon in the
twentieth. By charting the shifting meaning of land
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Reading by Starlight explores the characteristics in the writing,
marketing and reception of science fiction which distinguish it as a
genre.Damien Broderick explores the postmodern self-referentiality of
the sci-fi narrative, its intricate coded language and discursive
`encyclopaedia'. He shows how, for perfect understanding, sci-fi
readers must learn the codes of these imaginary worlds and
vocabularies, all the time picking up references to texts by other
writers.Reading by Starlight includes close readings of paradigmatic
cyberpunk texts and writings by SF novelist


