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This volume, together with its companion volume Production and the
Exploitation of Resources, examines the economic basis of the early
Islamic world, looking at the organization of extractive and agricultural
operations, manufacturing processes, and labour relations. This volume
opens with studies of artisanal production that address the issues of
specialization, the division of labour, and the proliferation of
manufacturing occupations in early Islamic times, looking in particular
at ceramic and textile production. The section on labour expands the
enquiry to cover the legal and social status of manual labourers and
guestions of the organization and mobility of labour, wage labour, and
labour partnerships. These studies deal with both the manufacturing
and agricultural sectors, and also identify the role of slave labour in
commerce, domestic service, agriculture and herding. Taken together,
this body of work demonstrates a high degree of commercialization in
the early Islamic economy, particularly in Iraq, Egypt and Ifrigiya.






