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"In the Anthropocene, the thawing of frozen earth due to global
warming has drawn worldwide attention to permafrost. Contemporary
scientists define permafrost as ground that maintains a negative
temperature for at least two years. But where did this particular
conception of permafrost originate, and what alternatives existed? The
Life of Permafrost provides an intellectual history of permafrost,

placing the phenomenon squarely in the political, social, and material
context of Russian and Soviet science. Pey-Yi Chu shows that
understandings of frozen earth were shaped by two key experiences in
the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union. On one hand, the colonization
and industrialization of Siberia nourished an engineering perspective
on frozen earth that viewed the phenomenon as an aggregate physical
structure: ground. On the other, a Russian and Soviet tradition of
systems thinking encouraged approaching frozen earth as a process,
condition, and space tied to planetary exchanges of energy and matter.
Aided by the US militarization of the Arctic during the Cold War, the
engineering view of frozen earth as an obstacle to construction became
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dominant. The Life of Permafrost tells the fascinating story of how
permafrost came to acquire life as Russian and Soviet scientists
studied, named, and defined it."--

UNINA9910968409303321
Focus on Ireland / / edited by Jeffrey Kallen
Amsterdam ; ; Philadelphia : , : J. Benjamins Pub. Co., , 1997

1-283-35836-0
9786613358363
90-272-7574-2

[1st ed.]

1 online resource (278 pages)

Varieties of English around the world. General series, , 0172-7362 ; ; v.
21

KallenJeffrey L

427/.9417

English language - Ireland - History
English language - Variation - Ireland
English language - Dialects - Ireland
Ireland Languages

Inglese
Materiale a stampa
Monografia

Includes bibliographical references and index.

FOCUS ON IRELAND; Editorial page; Title page; Copyright page; Table of
contents; Preface; REFERENCES; Abbreviations; Maps; REFERENCES; Irish
English Context and Contacts; 1. The study of Irish English; 1.1. Irish
English and language contact; 1.2. Further development in the study of
Irish English; 2. The spread of Irish English; 2.1. The introduction of
English in Ireland; 2.2. Bilingualism, diglossia, and the spread of

English; 2.3. The status of Irish English; 3. Irish English and linguistic
variation; REFERENCES; Bilingualism and Substrate InfluenceA Look at
Clefts and Reflexives

1. Introduction; 2. Cleft sentences; 3. Reflexives; 4. Summary; 5.
Discussion; Acknowledgements; NOTES; REFERENCES; The Influence of
Irish on Perfect Marking in Hiberno-English The Case of the
""Extended-now"" Perfect; 1. Introductionl; 2. Hiberno-English



Sommario/riassunto

perfects; 3.Meanings and uses of the extended-now perfect in HE
dialects; 4. The origins of the EP; 4.1. Superstratum vs. substratum
accounts; 4.2. The case for the Irish substratum reconsidered; 5.
Conclusion; NOTES; REFERENCES; The Emerging Irish Phonological
Substratum in Irish English; 1. Language contact

2. The distribution of the Irish dialects; 3. Emerging cross-linguistic
links; 4. The palatalization/velarization contrast; 4.1. The labial
consonants; 4.2. The velar consonants; 4.2.1 Velar stops preceding the
diphthong /ai/; 5. The alveolar/dental consonants; 6. The sonorants;
6.1. R-types; 7. Length and the vocalic system; 7.1. Length distinctions;
7.2. The raising of mid vowels; 8. Conclusion; REFERENCES; The Syntax
Of Belfast English; 1. Introduction; 2. Standard Belfast English; 2.1.
Inversion in embedded questions; 2.2. Inverted imperatives; 2.3.
Subject contact relatives

3. Local forms which are not strongly stigmatized; 3.1. Singular
concord; 3.2. The historic present; 3.3. For-to infinitives; 3.4. Topic
structures; 4. Stigmatized structures; 4.1. Non-standard past tenses
and past participles; 4.2. Demonstratives; 4.3. Negative concord; 5.
Stability and change; NOTES; REFERENCES; Aspects of Prosody in
Hiberno-English; The Case of Belfast; 1. Defining prosody and
overcoming notions of standardness; 2. The neglect of prosody and the
need for an analytic framework; 3. Intonation and the Anglo-Irish bias:
The consequences

4. Background to Belfast and northern Hiberno-English intonation; 4.1.
Rises as a relic of Irish English?; 5. Intonation in British English and
Hiberno-English: Establishing units; 6. A model for analysing Belfast
English intonation; 6.1. Intonational divisions in Belfast English; 6.2.
Acoustic correlates of prominence in Belfast intonation: primacy of
obtrusion; 6.3. Pitch movement; 6.4. The phonetic basis for identifying
more than one prominence per tone sequence; 7. Tonal characteristics
of prominences in Belfast intonation; 8. Non-prominent components of
the tone sequence; 8.1. Leading segment types

Irish English is both the oldest overseas variety of English and, thanks
to its co-existence with Irish Gaelic, one of the longest-documented
examples of a contact-influenced language variety. The dual aspects of
substratal influence and dialectal conservatism, together with the
spread of this variety in the Irish diaspora and its use in literature,
provide the main impetus for research into Irish English. This volume
brings together 12 original papers which use a variety of methods to
examine these aspects of English in Ireland. Following a historical
introduction which looks critically at received views of language
diffusion in Ireland, three papers directly address the role of the Irish-
language substrate in Irish English. Detailed studies also describe non-
standard syntax in Belfast, systems of dental and alveolar phonemic
contrast, contemporary sound change in Galway, Irish English prosody,
dialect wordlists, and the uses of Irish English, notably Ulster Scots, in
contemporary literature. The North American perspective investigates
the role of Irish English in Newfoundland, and examines a corpus of
18th-century documents which reflects the language brought to the
United States in the early development of American English. The range
of approaches and data included make this book relevant to all those
interested in language contact, diffusion, change, and variation.



