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Throughout the era of the Cold War a consensus reigned as to what
constituted the great works of American literature. Yet as scholars have
increasingly shown, and as this volume unmistakably demonstrates,
that consensus was built upon the repression of the voices and
historical contexts of subordinated social groups as well as literary
works themselves, works both outside and within the traditional canon.
This book is an effort to recover those lost voices. Engaging New
Historicist, neo-Marxist, poststructuralist, and other literary practices,
this volume marks important shifts in  the organiz


