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A major contribution to the historiography of the world in the 20th
century, The Bolsheviks in Power focuses on the fateful first year of
Soviet rule in Petrograd. It examines events that profoundly
shaped the Soviet political system that endured through most
of the 20th century. Drawing largely from previously



inaccessible Soviet archives, it demolishes standard interpretations of
the origins of Soviet authoritarianism by demonstrating that
the Soviet system evolved ad hoc as the Bolsheviks struggled



