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This work seeks to chart what happens in the embodied minds of
engaged readers when they read literature. Despite the recent stylistic,
linguistic, and cognitive advances that have been made in text-
processing methodology and practice, very little is known about this
cultural-cognitive process and especially about the role that emotion
plays. Burk's theoretical and empirical study focuses on three central
issues: the role emotions play in a core cognitive event like literary text



processing; the kinds of bottom-up and top-down inputs most
prominently involved in the literary reading process



