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Institutions pervade social life. They express community goals and
values by defining the limits of socially acceptable behavior. Institutions
are often vested with the resources, authority, and power to enforce the
orthodoxy of their time. But institutions are also arenas in which both
orthodoxies and authority can be contested. Between power and
opposition lies the individual experience of the institutionalized.
Whether in a boarding school, hospital, prison, almshouse, commune,
or asylum, their experiences can reflect the positive impact of an
institution or its greatest failings


