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political processes and development issues in this extremely popular
region. The Central American nations and those of the Caribbean
(including Guyana, Surinam and French Guiana on the mainland) share
many historical processes as well as experiencing similar development
problems today. These include European colonialism, structural
adjustment, small size, reliance on primary production, influence of the
United States and moves towards democratisation. While Mexico is
obviously a much larger country in area, economy and populati
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Looking beyond South Florida, Ricardo L. Ortiz addresses the question
of Cuban-American diaspora and cultural identity by exploring the
practices of smaller communities in such U.S. cities as Los Angeles,
Chicago, and New York. Highlighting various forms of cultural
expression, Cultural Erotics in Cuban America traces underrepresented
communities' responses to the threat of cultural disappearance in a
hegemonic U.S. culture.



