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Josiah Gorgas was best known as the highly regarded Chief of
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Confederate Ordnance. Born in 1818, he attended West Point, served in
the U.S. Army, and later, after marrying Amelia Gayle, daughter of a
former Alabama governor, joined the Confederacy. After the Civil War
he served as president of The University of Alabama until ill health
forced him to resign. His journals, maintained between 1857 and 1878,
reflect the family's economic successes and failures, detail the course
of the South through the Civil War, and describe the ordeal of
Reconstruction. Few journals cover such a sweep


