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Body / Word: Textual Materiality -- Thresholds: "porches and entries"
-- Separation: Genesis and the Fall -- Memory: reading the self --
Liminality: Plant / Human -- Devoured bodies: birds and fishes --
Courting politics: vivarium of beasts.

Siobhan Collins re-evaluates Metempsychosis as a high point of
Donne's poetic canon, situating the poem's somatic representations of
various species within the context of early modern intellectual
discourses and notions of human identity. Contesting Metempsychosis'
previous status as an anomaly within Donne's oeuvre, Collins details its
thematic links with Donne's other work through its concern with the
relationship between body and soul, and with processes of
transformation: material and spiritual.



