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Sommario/riassunto DC-2002 marks the tenth in the ongoing series of International Dublin
Core Workshops, and the second that includes a full program of
tutorials and peer-reviewed conference papers. Interest in Dublin Core
metadata has grown from a small collection of pioneering projects to
adoption by governments and international organizations worldwide.
The greatest challenge of the current phase of metadata development
is bringing together the diversity of local conventions, domain specific
requirements, and different encoding conventions such that cross-
domain interoperability can be achieved.
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Sommario/riassunto The aim of this consultative meeting was to discuss strategies for
improving the quality and quantity of therapeutic antisera, essential
drugs for the effective treatment of suspected rabid dog bites and
envenoming by snake bites and scorpion stings. Inadequacies in the
efficacy, safety and production of these antisera have created a major
global public health crisis, especially in Africa and Asia. Each year,
millions of people are bitten by dogs or snakes or stung by scorpions
and the failure to provide antisera costs at least 150,000 lives and at
least as many cases of permanent physical handicap. The solution to
this crisis demands an international effort to promote transfer of
technology to affected countries, to improve standards through the
WHO's prequalification scheme and to facilitate distribution of antisera
and training of medical personnel in their optimal use.--Publisher's
description.


