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Liberal ideas were very important in Argentina from the time of
independence. The Argentine constitution (1853-60), in force for a
long time, was based on liberal principles taken from both the North
American and the European tradition. The general structure of the
collection is chronological, taking the reader through an analysis of
different periods of liberal thought in Argentina: from liberalism as
opposed to dictatorial rule, to liberalism as the framework of the
National Constitution (1852-60). Importance is given to the
development of liberalism in government and opposition (1857-1910)
and to the last period (1912-40), the twilight of liberalism. Chapter 1
addresses the dictatorship of Juan Manuel de Rosas (1837-50), during
which time a set of liberal ideas was formed that would subsequently
have a decisive influence on the second period, the formation of the
National Constitution (1852-60). Chapters 3 and 4 consist of writings
that chronicle the surge of liberalism in Argentina, first, during the
period between 1857 and 1879, and, later, between 1880 and 1910.
These chapters reflect the great political, economic, and social debates
that exemplify the variety and richness of the body of liberal ideas
during this time. The writings in the final chapter review the gradual
decline of liberalism. They rescue from obscurity those voices and
writings that upheld and defended liberal ideals in several aspects,
namely, those ideals concerning electoral and constitutional reforms
and the resistance of the advance of different expressions of
totalitarian dictatorship during the twentieth century. This volume also
includes a new introduction, editorial footnotes, a chronology, and brief
biographies of the authors of the original texts. Natalio R. Botana is
Emeritus Professor at Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, Departamento de
Ciencia Pol tica y Relaciones Internacionales, in Buenos Aires,
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Argentina. Ezequiel Gallo is Emeritus Professor at Universidad Torcuato
Di Tella, Departamento de Historia, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Please
note: This title is available as an ebook for purchase on Amazon,
Barnes and Noble, and iTunes.



