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How are biological diversity, protected areas, indigenous knowledge
and religious worldviews related? From an anthropological perspective,
this book provides an introduction into the complex subject of
conservation policies that cannot be addressed without recognising the
encompassing relationship between discursive, political, economic,
social and ecological facets. By facing these interdependencies across
global, national and local dynamics, it draws on an ethnographic case
study among Maya-Q'eqchi' communities living in the margins of
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protected areas in Guatemala. In documenting the cultural aspects of
landscape, the study explores the coherence of diverse expressions of
indigenous knowledge. It intends to remind of cultural values and
beliefs closely tied to subsistence activities and ritual practices that
define local perceptions of the natural environment. The basic idea is to
illustrate that there are different ways of knowing and reasoning,
seeing and endowing the world with meaning, which include visible
material and invisible interpretative understandings. These tend to be
underestimated issues in international debates and may provide an
alternative approach upon which conservation initiatives responsive to
the needs of the humans involved should be based on.
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Humans are plagued by shortsighted thinking, preferring to put off
work on complex, deep-seated, or difficult problems in favor of quick-
fix solutions to immediate needs. When short-term thinking is applied
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to economic development, especially in fragile nations, the results-
corruption, waste, and faulty planning-are often disastrous. In Bringing
in the Future, William Ascher draws on the latest research from
psychology, economics, institutional design, and legal theory to
suggest strategies to overcome powerful obstacles to long-term
planning in developing countries. Drawing on cases from Africa, Asia,
and Latin America, Ascher applies strategies such as the creation and
scheduling of tangible and intangible rewards, cognitive exercises to
increase the understanding of longer-term consequences, self-restraint
mechanisms to protect long-term commitments and enhance
credibility, and restructuring policy-making processes to permit greater
influence of long-term considerations. Featuring theoretically informed
research findings and sound policy examples, this volume will assist
policy makers, activists, and scholars seeking to understand how the
vagaries of human behavior affect international development.


