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Papers presented at a conference organized by the EU Finnish
presidency in Nov. 2006 to analyze the future of the European social
protection systems and of the European social model (ESM) against the
challenges of increasing internationalisation, global competition and an
aging population.
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European Union developments and national social protection / Juho
Saari and Jon Kvist -- Germany: moving towards Europe but putting
national autonomy first / Milena Buchs and Karl Hinrichs -- The United
Kingdom: more an economic than a social European / Julian Le Grand,
Elias Mossialos, and Morgan Long -- France: defending our model /
Bruno Palier and Luana Petrescu -- Italy: between indifference,



Sommario/riassunto

exploitation and the construction of a national interest / Stefano Sacchi
-- Poland: redefining social policies / Irena Woycicka and Maciej
Grabowski -- Spain: starting from periphery, becoming centre / Ana
Guillen -- The Czech Republic: tradition compatible with
modernisation? / Martin Potucek -- Finland: towards more proactive
policies / Juho Saari and Olli Kangas -- The Netherlands: social and
economic normalisation in an era of European Union controversy /
Anton Hemerijck and Peter Sleegers -- Denmark: from foot dragging to
pace setting in European Union social policy / Jon Kvist -- Greece: the
quest for national welfare expansion through more social Europe /
Theodoros Sakellaropoulos / The Europeanisation of social protection:
domestic impacts and national responses / Jon Kvist and Juho Saari --
Seeking a new balance / Juho Saari and Kari Valimaki.

Through eleven country studies, this book challenges the common view

that social protection is exclusively a national concern with EU social
policy fragmented and merely symbolic.



