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A sociologist and anthropologist scientifically examines the worldwide
growth of MLB and America's favorite pastime.   Baseball fans
understand the game has become increasingly international. Major
league rosters include players from no fewer than fourteen countries,
and more than one-fourth of all players are foreign born. Here, Alan
Klein offers the first full-length study of a sport in the process of
globalizing. Looking at the international activities of big-market and
small-market baseball teams, as well as the Commissioner's Office, he
examines the ways in which Major League Baseball operates on a world
stage that reaches from the Dominican Republic to South Africa to
Japan.   The origins of baseball's efforts to globalize are complex,
stemming as much from decreasing opportunities at home as from
promise abroad. Klein chronicles attempts to develop the game outside
the United States, the strategies that teams such as the Los Angeles
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Dodgers and the Kansas City Royals have devised to recruit
international talent, and the ways baseball has been growing in other
countries. He concludes with an assessment of the obstacles that may
inhibit or promote baseball's progress toward globalization, offering
thoughtful proposals to ensure the health and growth of the game in
the United States and abroad.   "A superb inside look at how the
national pastime has reinvented itself... Klein's writing is engaging, and
his research is top-notch." -Tim Wendel, author of The New Face of
Baseball: The One-Hundred-Year Rise and Triumph of Latinos in
America's Favorite Sport   "A timely contribution to our understanding
of baseball in our contemporary age." -Michael L. Butterworth,
Sociology of Sport Journal


