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History is not just about great personalities, wars, and revolutions; it is
also about the subtle aspects of more ordinary matters. On a day-to-
day basis the aspects of life that most preoccupied people in late
eighteenth- through mid nineteenth-century Mexico were not the
political machinations of generals or politicians but whether they
themselves could make a living, whether others accorded them the
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respect they deserved, whether they were safe from an abusive
husband, whether their wives and children would obey them-in short,
the minutiae of daily life. Sonya Lipsett-Ri


