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Spine title: The origins of comparativism.

Papers in revised versions of the actual presentations at the Conference
on Leibniz, Humboldt, and the Origins of Comparativism held in Villa
Mirafiori, Rome, Sept. 1986.

Includes bibliographical references and indexes.

pt. 1. Leibniz to Humboldt -- pt. 2. Humboldt and the aftermath -- pt.
3. Comparative linguistics before and after Humboldt.

Both Leibniz and Humboldt are scholars in whose work we find a
passionate interest in the history and development of languages
combined with a strong theoretical commitment. Linking their names to
linguistic comparativism draws attention to the contribution these
scholars have made to the history of comparativism and also promotes
discussion of the relationship of theory and practice in linguistic
research in more general terms. In September 1986, a conference on
Leibniz, Humboldt and the Origins of Comparativism' was held in
Rome. The papers included in this volume are revised versions of the






