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The general consensus among philosophers is that the use of torture is
never justified. In Terrorism, Ticking Time-Bombs, and Torture, Fritz
Allhoff demonstrates the weakness of the case against torture; while
allowing that torture constitutes a moral wrong, he nevertheless argues
that, in exceptional cases, it represents the lesser of two evils. Allhoff
does not take this position lightly. He begins by examining the way
terrorism challenges traditional norms, discussing the morality of
various practices of torture, and critically exploring the infamous

ticking time-bomb scenario. After carefully considering these issues
from a purely philosophical perspective, he turns to the empirical
ramifications of his arguments, addressing criticisms of torture and
analyzing the impact its adoption could have on democracy,
institutional structures, and foreign policy. The crucial questions of
how to justly authorize torture and how to set limits on its use make up
the final section of this timely, provocative, and carefully argued book.
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Sommario/riassunto When Egypt became a province of the Roman Empire in 30 B.C. after
the deaths of Antony and Cleopatra, its vast and mysterious frontier
lands had an important impact on the commerce, politics, and culture
of the empire. This engrossing book-part history and part gazetteer-
focuses on Rome's Egyptian frontier, describing the ancient fortresses,
temples, settlements, quarries, and aqueducts scattered throughout the
region and conveying a vivid sense of what life was like for its
inhabitants. Robert B. Jackson has journeyed, by jeep and on foot, to



virtually every known Roman site in the area, from Siwa Oasis, forty-
five kilometers from the modern Libyan border, to the Sudan. Drawing
on both archaeological and historical information, he discusses these
sites, explaining how Rome extracted exotic stone and precious metals
from the mountains of the Eastern Desert, channeled the wealth of
India and East Africa through the desert via ports on the Red Sea,
constructed and manned fortresses in the distant oases of the Western
Desert, and facilitated the expansion of agricultural communities in the
desert that eventually experienced the earliest large-scale conversions
to Christianity in Egypt. Elegantly written and illustrated with many
handsome photographs, the book will be a treasured resource for
archaeologists, classicists, and travelers to the region.



