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This paper provides a conceptual overview of economists’ attempts to
learn about the effects of taxes on extractive resources. The emphasis
is on research methods and techniques, with no attempt to provide a
comprehensive tabulation of previous empirical results or policy
conclusions regarding preferred tax instruments or systems. We argue,
in fact, that the nature of such conclusions largely depends on the
researcher’s choice of modeling framework. Many alternative
frameworks and approaches have been developed in the literature. Our
goal is to describe the differences among them and to note their
strengths and limitations.
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Throughout its long history, stretching from the 25th Dynasty (c. 752-
656 BC) to the Ottoman Period (c. 1500-1811 AD), Qasr Ibrim was one
of the most important settlements in Egyptian Nubia. The site has
produced an unprecedented wealth of material and due to the - even
for Egypt - extraordinary preservation circumstances, includes objects
that are made of perishable organic materials, such as wood, leather,
and flax.The present volume focuses on one of these groups: footwear
that is made from leather and dated to the Ottoman Period. The
footwear, recovered during the years that the Egypt Expl
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