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This memoir of an American woman's life in Moscow traces the social
and cultural evolution of Russia from the era of Krushchev to the era of
Putin. In the mid-1960s, Naomi Collins was a graduate student at
Moscow State University. As the 21st century began, she was the wife
of the American Ambassador to Russia. In this insightful memoir, she
shares her reflections and impressions of life as an American woman
living in the Russian capital over the course of four decades. Rather
than retracing the economic and political events of the period, Collins
focuses her narrative on daily as it changed over the years. She offers
fascinating anecdotal snapshots that reveal rare insight into the
evolving state of the nation. "This book is like a script for a
documentary spanning four decades when an especially astute and
literate observer watched Russia emerge from stagnation and enter a
period of dramatic economic, social, and political change and, on many



fronts, upheaval." -Strobe Talbott, President of the Brookings
Institution



