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Jonathan L. Ready offers the first comprehensive examination of
Homer's similes in the Iliad as arenas of heroic competition. This study
concentrates primarily on similes spoken by Homeric characters. The
first to offer a sustained exploration of such similes, Ready shows how
characters are made to contest through and over simile not only with
one another but also with the narrator. Ready investigates the
narrator's similes as well. He demonstrates that Homer amplifies the
feat of a successful warrior by providing a competitive orientation to
sequences of similes used to describe battles. He also offers a new
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interpretation of Homer's extended similes as a means for the poet to
imagine his characters as competitors for his attention. Throughout
this study, Ready makes innovative use of approaches from both
Homeric studies and narratology that have not yet been applied to the
analysis of Homer's similes.
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pt. 1. The case for religious education in liberal democracy -- pt. 2.
Unity versus diversity in liberal democracy -- pt. 3. Spirituality and
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"As liberal democracies include increasingly diverse and multifaceted
populations, the longstanding debate about the role of the state in
religious education and the place of religion in public life seems
imperative now more than ever. The maintenance of religious schools
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and the planning of religious education curricula raise a profound
challenge. Too much state supervision can be conceived as interference
in religious freedom and as a confinement of the right to cultural
liberty. Too little supervision can be seen as neglecting the
development of the liberal values required to live and work in a
democratic society and as abandoning those who within their
communities wish to attain a more rigorous education for citizenship
and democracy. This book draws together leading educationalists,
philosophers, theologians, and social scientists to explore issues,
problems, and tensions concerning religious education in a variety of
international settings. The contributors explore the possibilities and
limitations of religious education in preparing citizens in multicultural
and multi-religious democratic societies"-- Provided by publisher.


