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"The inner history of the critical years in the evolution of Japan when
the ports were opened and the monarchy restored, recorded by a
diplomatist who took an active part in the events of the time, with an
account of his personal experiences during that period."
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A fascinating inside account of the epic clash between the Japanese in
the West in its earliest days.Sir Ernest Satow entered the British
diplomatic service in 1861, a fresh graduate of London University,
shortly arriving in Yokohama as the pressure of the Western powers
heightened to force Japan from her self-imposed seclusion. This
illustrated work, written between 1885 and 1921, offers his intriguing
firsthand account of the critical years which led to the final overthrow
of the Shogunate, the restoration of direct rule to the ancient line of
emperors and, indeed, to the
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