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6. Validity studies

Research in second language acquisition has long posited that learners
individual differences affect ultimate attainment. This chapter reviews
studies that examine how learners with differing cognitive aptitudes
respond to instructional treatments. Most of these studies showed
significant aptitude-by-treatment interactions (ATI), which suggest that
the effectiveness of a particular type of instruction depends on stable,
cognitive abilities, such as language analysis or working memory. From
our review of this literature, we conclude that, although some
interactions have been shown, there is st
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