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This volume is the first to examine at length and in detail the impact of
the missionary experience on American cultural, political, and religious
history. This collection of 15 essays provides a fully developed account
of the domestic significance of foreign missions from the 19th century
through the Vietnam War. U.S. and Canadian missions to China, South
America, Africa, and the Middle East have, it shows, transformed the
identity and purposes of their mother countries in important ways.
Missions provided many Americans with their first significant exposure
to non-West


