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On 28 April 2021, the Indonesian government, under President Joko
Widodo, dissolved the Ministry of Research, Technology, and Higher
Education (Kemenristek-Dikti). Since then, the management of higher
education has been taken over by the Ministry of Education and
Culture, while research and innovation are now the responsibility of the
National Research and Innovation Agency (Badan Riset dan Inovasi
Nasional, or BRIN). Based on Presidential Regulation (Perpres) Nos. 33
and 78 of 2021, various research institutes, such as LIPI, BATAN,
LAPAN and BPPT, and research agencies in some ministries have been
or will be merged into BRIN, making it a 'super-government agency'
with an 'overarching' role. With a Rp26 trillion budget allocated by the
government for research per year and with a large number of
researchers, BRIN is expected to boost national research and
innovation, and help the country catch up with countries such as
Singapore and South Korea. BRIN, however, faces some serious
challenges. Technocratism, which has been restricting research in the



country, will be its first challenge. Politicization of research institutions
as indicated by the involvement of political parties in research
supervision is another issue. Achieving an environment that makes
good and healthy research possible built around an effective system of
funding, academic rewards, and a vibrant academic community, will be
the third challenge. If BRIN manages to overcome these challenges
sufficiently, it will be in a good position to enhance the capacity and
competence of Indonesian researchers as the foundation for an
advanced Indonesia by 2045.



