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Fifty-five years after its founding at the dawn of the cold war, North
Korea remains a land of illusions. Isolated and anachronistic, the
country and its culture seem to be dominated exclusively by the official
ideology of Juche, which emphasizes national self-reliance,
independence, and worship of the supreme leader, General Kim Jong Il.
Yet this socialist utopian ideal is pursued with the calculations of
international power politics. Kim has transformed North Korea into a
militarized state, whose nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles, and
continued threat to South Korea have raised alarm world
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