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Can a case be made for reading literature in the digital age? Does
literature still matter in this era of instant information? Is it even
possible to advocate for serious, sustained reading with all manner of
social media distracting us, fragmenting our concentration, and
demanding short, rapid communication? In The Edge of the Precipice,
Paul Socken brings together a thoughtful group of writers, editors,
philosophers, librarians, archivists, and literary critics from Canada, the
U.S., France, England, South Africa, and Australia to contemplate the
state of literature in the twenty-first century. Including essays by
outstanding contributors such as Alberto Manguel, Mark Kingwell, Lori
Saint-Martin, Sven Birkerts, Katia Grubisic, Drew Nelles, and J. Hillis
Miller, this collection presents a range of perspectives about the
importance of reading literature today.
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This book provides a summary of the state of the art of all facets of
debris-flow science and practice and is designed to be a
comprehensive technical reference for practitioners and a state-of-the-
art research overview for scientists. It is richly illustrated with
equations, graphs, photos, and tables. The book allows students,
practitioners, and regulators to get a sense of the current state of the
art in this science. Currently, there are 2 to 3 papers published every
week on some aspects of debris-flow science. This creates a
bewildering amount of literature that cannot be captured by a single
individual. This book provides a comprehensive overview of all facets to
date, including initial hazard assessments, detailed quantitative risk
assessments, debris-flow warning systems, debris-flow mitigation
structure designs, and failures of mitigation works, as well as new
topics such as climate change effects on debris flows.


