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In this memorial volume for A. Ronald Walton, cutting-edge scholars
interrelate two normally separate domains: the formation of language
policy and the improvement of language teaching. Bernard Spolsky,
Elana Shohamy, Joshua Fishman, and Kees de Bot address theoretical
aspects of national language policy. John Trim relates the historical
development of the Council of Europe's international language policy.
Richard Lambert, Ronald Walton, Richard Brecht, and Xueying Wang
deal with structural issues in language instruction in the United States.
Eleanor Jorden, Galal Walker, Myriam Met, and Gilbert Merkx discuss
the special problems of providing instruction in the non-Western
languages. And Michael Long, Ross Steele, Ralph Ginsberg and Laura
Miller are concerned with specific pedagogical issues: task-based
language teaching, the role of culture in language instruction, and what
is learned during study abroad. These articles stand both as definitive
statements on their individual topics and, taken together, as a fresh
amalgamation of policy and pedagogy.
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This country assessment is part of a set of studies planned in order to
provide a better understanding of how to improve the business
environment in which the private sector operates in Congo and other
African countries. The assessment was conducted in order to establish
a baseline of information, to help with political decision-making and
provide market information. The private health sector assessment in
the Republic of Congo provides a diagnosis of the nature and the
effectiveness of the interface between the public and private sectors,
establishes a dialogue on policy with stakeholders, and makes



recommendations for reform that would bolster public and private
involvement. The methodology is based on a supply and demand
approach to identify market, policy and institutional barriers, and
options for reducing these barriers by changing policies and initiatives.
The information pertaining to demand reveals how users perceive
private providers and their potential. The information pertaining to
supply gives a better understanding of the role that private providers
play and the challenges they encounter. The institutional information
shows how Congo's institutions have facilitated or hampered the
private participation. The study methodology includes the following
aspects: (i) presentation of the general context of the private health
sector in Congo, (ii) multidimensional analysis of demand, (iii)
multidimensional analysis of supply, and (iv) analysis of institutional
context. Options for action presented in this report include (i) policy
and governance initiatives, (ii) regulatory initiatives, (iii) incentive
initiatives, and (iv) concrete measures for public-private partnerships
(PPP) in the health sector.


