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Public and media interest in the climate change issue has increased
exponentially in recent years. Climate change, or "global warming," is a
complex problem with far-reaching social and economic impacts.
Climate Change in the 21st Century brings together all the major
aspects of global warming to give a state of the art description of our
collective understanding of this phenomenon and what can be done to
counteract it on both the local and global scale. Stewart Cohen and
Melissa Waddell explain and clarify the different ways of approaching
the study of climate change and the fundamental ideas behind them.
From a history of climate change research to current attempts to
mitigate its impact such as the Kyoto Protocol and carbon trading, they
explore key ideas from many fields of study, outlining the
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environmental and human dimensions of global warming. Climate
Change in the 21st Century goes beyond climate modeling to
investigate interdisciplinary attempts to measure and forecast the
complex impacts of future climate change on communities, how we
assess their vulnerability, and how we plan to adapt our society. The
book explores the impact of climate change on different ecosystems as
well as what the social and economic understanding of this
phenomenon can tell us; it also links discussions of climate change
with the global discourse of sustainable development.


