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Atheism as a belief does not have to present intellectual credentials
within academia. Yet to hold beliefs means giving reasons for doing so,
ones which may be found wanting. Instead, atheism is the automatic



default setting within the academic world. Conversely, religious belief
confronts a double standard. Religious believers are not permitted to
make truth claims but are instead forced to present their beliefs as part
of one language game amongst many. Religious truth claims are
expected to satisfy empiricist criteria of evidence but when they fail, as
they must, religious belief b



