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Sommario/riassunto Sverker Johansson has written an unusual book on language origins,
with its emphasis on empirical evidence rather than theory-building.
This is a book for the student or researcher who prefers solid data and
well-supported conclusions, over speculative scenarios. Much that has
been written on the origins of language is characterized by
hypothesizing largely unconstrained by evidence. But empirical data do
exist, and the purpose of this book is to integrate and review the
available evidence from all relevant disciplines, not only linguistics but
also, e.g., neurology, primatology, paleoanthropology, and evolutionary
biology. The evidence is then used to constrain the multitude of
scenarios for language origins, demonstrating that many popular
hypotheses are untenable. Among the issues covered: (1) Human
evolutionary history, (2) Anatomical prerequisites for language, (3)
Animal communication and ape "language", (4) Mind and language, (5)
The role of gesture, (6) Innateness, (7) Selective advantage of language,
(8) Proto-language.
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"Abridged paperback edition of Africa, volume 1 of The Garland
encyclopedia of world music, with the addition of a new article,
'Exploring African Music' as well as articles by Alex Perullo, Gregory
Barz and Judah Cohen, Daniel B. Reed, Jeffrey A. Summit, Jane
Goodman, and Clara Henderson. The reed article is adapted from
previous publication by Indiana University Press"--T.p. verso.
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The Garland Handbook of African Music is comprised of essays from
The Garland Encyclopedia of World Music: Volume 1, Africa, (1997).
Revised and updated, the essays offer detailed, regional studies of the
different musical cultures of Africa and examine the ways in which
music helps to define the identity of this particular area. Part One
provides an in-depth introduction to Africa. Part Two focuses on issues
and processes, such as notation and oral tradition, dance in communal
life, and intellectual property. Part Three focuses on the different
regions, countries, and cultures of Africa with selected regional case
studies. The second edition has been expanded to include exciting new
scholarship that has been conducted since the first edition was
published. Questions for Critical Thinking at the end of each major
section guide and focus attention on what musical and cultural issues
arise when one studies the music of Africa -- issues that might not
occur in the study of other musics of the world. An accompanying
audio compact disc offers musical examples of some of the music of
Africa.



