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The challenges of cultural and religious diversity that face European
and American societies today are not a new phenomenon. People in the
Middle Ages lived in pluralistic societies, and they found highly
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interesting ways of dealing with religious and cultural diversity. While
religious and political authorities commanded people to stick to their
kind, some people explored the borderland between religious
identities. In medieval Iberia, Christians and Muslims challenged the
legal authorities' prohibitions against crossing religious and cultural
boundaries when they engaged in mixed marriages b


