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Now available for the first time to the English-speaking public, the
captivating short stories of master storyteller Meir Blinkin are the
charming prose equivalents of the film Hester Street. These delightful
and touching stories also give an authentic account of the Jewish
immigrant experience at the turn of the century.This collection is
introduced by the renowned Yiddish scholar, Ruth R. Wisse, professor
of Yiddish literature at McGill University, and co-author, with Irving
Howe, of Tales of Sholem of Aleichem. Her introduction provides
bibliographical information on Meir Blinkin and places his work in the
context of the development of Yiddish literature.Born in the same small
town as Sholem Aleichem, Meir Blinkin was driven by poverty and anti-
semitism to America. He arrived in New York in 1904; at the age of 25-
one of the 105,000 Jews to reach America that year. At his untimely
death eleven years later, Blinkin was well known to his Jewish-American
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contemporaries as one of their finest prose writers, a leader of the
yunge literary movement, and a frequent contributor to the major
Yiddish periodicals.Meir Blinkin's stories tell us what life was like in the
immigrant community, conveying a strong sense of the stresses and
changes to be endured. These stories not illuminate the social
conditions of the times but provide deft psychological analyses of
troubled immigrants, with their conflicting claims of loyalty to the
secular world and Jewish orthodoxy.Blinkin is also a master at the
evocation of mood, of psychic tensions and the claustrophobia of
tenement life. In the best traditions of mimetic realism, he captures the
vividly demotic speech of his characters, with their Anglicisms and
malapropisms.This unique collection of stories helps preserve the
vibrant immigrant world. A tribal memory man, Meir Blinkin saves us
from cultural amnesia.
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Fremdunterbringung in stationéaren Erziehungshilfen und Ruckkehr ins
Familiensystem stellen Jugendliche und deren Familien vor gravierende
Transformationsherausforderungen. Dabei geht es um Zugehdorigkeiten
und Abgrenzungen, relative Autonomie und relative Abhangigkeit. Die
Autorin geht basierend auf einem qualitativen Forschungsprojekt der
Frage nach, wie Familienmitglieder Rickkehrprozesse erleben und
dabei ,Familie(n)' laufend herstellen. Sie analysiert die
Wechselwirkungen der Handlungen, Gefuhle und Erklarungen von
jungen Menschen und Eltern in Zusammenspiel mit den Aktivitaten der
Fachakteur*innen sowie den rechtlich codierten Strukturen der Kinder-
und Jugendhilfe. In der empirisch und theoretisch ausgerichteten Arbeit
werden wichtige Diskussionen der Kinder- und Jugendhilfeforschung
mit aktuellen Konzepten der Familienforschung verknipft.
Insbesondere wird ein relationales Modell zu Sorge/Care in privater
Verantwortung und in Strukturen der Interventionen der staatlichen
Kinder- und Jugendhilfe entwickelt. Dartber hinaus werden
Anregungen fir die Praxis zur Verfligung gestellt. Out-of-home
placement in institutionalised care and returning to the family system
present young people and their families with major transformational
challenges. This involves affiliations and demarcations, relative
autonomy and relative dependence. Based on a qualitative research
project, the author explores the question of how family members
experience return processes and thereby continually create



‘family/families'. She analyses the interactions between the actions,
feelings and explanations of young people and parents in interaction
with the activities of professional actors and the legally coded
structures of child and youth welfare. The empirically and theoretically
orientated work links important discussions of child and youth welfare
research with current concepts of family research. In particular, a
relational model of care in private responsibility and in structures of
state child and youth welfare interventions is developed. In addition,
suggestions for practice are provided.

Die Ruckkehr aus einem Care-Setting in die Ursprungsfamilie stellt
Kinder und Jugendliche vor enorme und vielfaltige Herausforderungen.
Um diese Form des biografischen Ubergangs zu erforschen, untersucht
die Dissertationsschrift mit Fokus auf die Situation in Osterreich, wie
Familienmitglieder ihre Familie(n) in diesem Kontext herstellen. [...] Mit
ihren theoretisch und empirisch fundierten Erkenntnissen leistet die
Studie einen innovativen Beitrag zur Heimerziehungsforschung und zur
sozialpadagogischen Familienforschung. Soziale Arbeit, 8-9 2024



