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In 1952 Ralph Ellison won the National Book Award for his Kafkaesque
and claustrophobic novel about the life of a nameless young black man
in New York City. Although Invisible Man has remained the only novel
that Ellison published in his lifetime, it is generally regarded as one of
the most important works of fiction in our century.This new reading of
a classic work examines Ellison's relation to and critique of the
American literary canon by demonstrating that the pattern of allusions
in Invisible Man forms a literary-critical subtext which challenges the a



